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I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international q)plication:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



2-13/1, la 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 17 February 2004 2005 (17 February 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



2-15, 17-27/1-16 



, as originally filed 

_ » as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 17 February 2004 2005 (17 February 



the drawings: 



1/3-3/3 



pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



I I the sequence listing part of tiie description: 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in which 
the mtemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in fee follovring language which is* 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23, 1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48,3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prelimmary exammation was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

^ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

^ The statement tiiat the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. . 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig ^ .... 



5 rH ^^^^ report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have beenfitrnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
i 7J^^''^ ^ "originally filed** and are not annexed to this report since tliey do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 
and 70 J 7), 

**AfTy replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanations 

Claim 1 

Document US-A-4 610 042 (Dl) discloses a method for 
producing a solid connection between two layers of a 
multilayer system (understood by a person skilled in 
the art to also cover a laminate consisting of two 
layers) , anchoring elements (78) being embedded in 
at least one of the layers (42, 44) , the anchoring 
elements being made of a different material from the 
layers to be joined (see figures 11 and 12 and 
column 5, line 56 to column 6, line 17 of Dl) . 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from the 
method known from Dl by virtue of an additional 
etching step. 

A person skilled in the art would be capable of 
providing such an additional step when wishing to 
further improve bonding of the outer layers 22 and 
24 with the adhesive layer 78, without thereby being 
inventive . 

Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 does not 
involve an inventive step and the claim itself does 
FormPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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not meet the requirements of PCT Article 33 (3) . 
Claim 16 

Dl also discloses a multilayer system comprising at 
least a first layer and a second layer, anchoring 
elements (78) being embedded in at least one of the 
two layers (42, 44), the anchoring elements being 
made of a different material from the layers to be 
joined (see figures 11 and 12 and column 5, line 56 
to column 6, line 17 of Dl) . 

The fact that one of the layers is subjected to an 
etching step cannot be discerned from the product 
itself, in particular when the etching is carried 
out on a surface that faces away from the surface of 
the other layer. 

Consequently, the subject matter of claim 16 is not 
novel and the claim itself does not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33 (2) . 
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